
2021!   Covid 19 and the pandemic appears to be beaten.  Our lives have been changed but a return to normalcy is 
on the way.  BLIA maintained a continuum during Covid 19 with virtual meetings.  ZOOM is name of the Game 

 BLIA is fortunate to have many board members volunteering untold hours of professional level leadership.  
Their time and talent focuses on lake management, watershed issues, environmental issues, newsletters, 
membership, budget, communications, social media, water safety, and more.  Additionally, many board 
members pursue environmental issues that affect the lake at State and Town governmental levels. The ongoing 
sewer project is certainly an important issue. Please see the sewer report on page 3 of this newsletter for a most 
recent update.
 There is a continuing need for your support to keep Ballston Lake the wonderful recreational and scenic 
resource we all enjoy.  Our future is bright, but it depends on the continued efforts of this lake community. I 
personally thank you for your membership support, encourage you to get involved, and always welcome your 
ideas and suggestions.

Clean Up Day 2021 was a great success and we look forward to our Annual Picnic, Independence Day Boat 
Parade, and Labor Day Eve Light Up the Lake event. Our membership has increased and our finances are stable.  
Lake Management Programs are ever increasing.

 The BLIA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 6/15/21 at 7PM. We are unable to use the BLFD fire 
       house due to occupancy restrictions.  Per BLIA By Laws, we must hold election of officers and the budget and
        finance report must be presented to the membership. Please join us by following the instructions on page 2.

 
Sincerely, Wes DeVoe, President, BLIA   (518) 225-1148

President’s Message

                   Outlet Road Access to Ballston Lake for hand carried boats
The access to Ballston Lake, located on the south side of Outlet Road near the outlet bridge was recently 

restricted. The small cove that was used for hand carried launching is actually private, not town property. Signs have 

been installed by the property owner making the public aware that that access area is private property and there is to be 

no trespassing.

The Villago Ristorante is graciously allowing kayaks only to launch for free.  After launching, please park in the 

parking lot at the back of the restaurant.

June 2021 Newsletter 
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Annual Meeting Information

When: Jun 15, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time 

The annual meeting of the Ballston Lake Improvement Association is a very important component in the life of this 
organization. Mandated by our constitution, the meeting includes an election of officers, a financial report and 
important information that is disseminated to our membership. Please make attending this meeting a priority in your 
busy schedule.  The agenda is as follows:

7 :00 Opening Remarks – Wes DeVoe          

Mandatory Subjects --   per BLIA Bylaws

BLIA Board Minutes June 2020 – June 2021 – Wes DeVoe

Annual   Financial Report  –  Larry Hausheer 

Election of Officers 2021 -  Ann Pierce 

Program

BLSD Sewer Discussion (Drew Hamelink) , Followed by Q and A

Ballston Lake Management (Dave Pierce), Followed by Q and A

Privilege of Floor – Any Subject

Slate of Officers and Board Members to be voted on.  Nominations will be accepted from the floor.

Because of the Covid situation, our meeting will be held using a Zoom webinar.  The Zoom link can be most easily 
found by going to our website and clicking on the Zoom link . The website email address and link can be found at:

https://ballstonlake.org/annual-meeting/

When you are at this Zoom meeting, only the presenters will have audio and screen presence.  All the attending 
members are asked to use the chat communication. This is found at the bottom of your Zoom screen.  You will be 
asked to react to the slate of officers, the budget and any other vote items on the agenda.  The election will be done 
using a poll.  After presentations, you will be able to make comments or raise questions using the Q and A format or 
the facilitator, Bob Wilson, can unmute you. Procedures for this will be made clear during the meeting.  

We ask for your patience as we try to navigate this new Zoom format.
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Officers

Wes DeVoe, President
Larry Hausheer, Treasurer
Joanne DeVoe, Secretary
Dave Pierce, VP Lake Management
Greg Adams, VP Newsletter
Pete Voss, VP Clifton Park Rep
Drew Hamelink, VP Sewer Project
Bob Wilson,  VP Membership

Pete Herman,  Past President/CSLAP

Directors

Anne Pierce-Through 2023
Gini Whetten-Through 2023
Patrick Whitton-Through 2023
Bill Bashant-Through 2024

Directors Continuing On Board

Ron Lind- Through 2022
Tim Sorentino- Through 2022
Bob Duncan- Through 2023
David VanDerwerker- Through 2023

https://ballstonlake.org/annual-meeting/


There are four contractors who are working on various parts of the project.  Status as of May 20 follows:

● Contract #1 – (Buell Heights/146A/Main Street and Pump Station) The contractor restarted North Street in 
Buell Heights on Tuesday May 18 after being demobilized for the winter.    They have also been working on 
DOT permits and planning for the railroad crossing.  

● Contract #2 – (from the pump station, up Westside Drive, along the entire west side of the lake, Outlet Road 
and Lake Road to connection near Shenantaha Park) This contractor has completed installation of the main 
line on Westside Drive They have moved to White’s Beach Road area and are working back toward the end of 
Westside Drive.  

● Contract #3 – Contractor has completed the main line from the Stonebridge pump station to France Lane and 
tied into the line from Contract 4 on East Side Drive.  Now working on services and structures.  They have 
done some restoration and seeding.  Repaving driveways will be done later.

● Contract #4 – Contractor continues work on Eastside Drive.  The final 200-foot directional drill is planned for 
today (5/20).  They have done some services with more to do.  They still have to do structures and some side 
streets.  

It’s too early to be sure but the east side of the lake is shorter and progressing well.  It could be done by Fall of this 
year.  It is independent of the west side so there is potential that it could be ready for connections later this year.

We believe that the initial charges residents will see will appear on the January property tax bill.  At this time, we 
don’t know the details but the town has committed that by the date of the BLIA annual meeting we will have their 
best estimate of what this first year charge will be.  

A resident Information manual  has been drafted.  The committee recognizes that there will, over time, be 650 
residents who will want to connect but have little knowledge of what needs to be done and how to go about doing it.  
This manual will be presented to the Town Board at the May 25 meeting.  It is hoped that by the time you are reading 
this we will have approval to make it available to everyone.  

Once approved, this manual will be posted on the front (home) page of the sewer website at ballstonsewers.org.

Keep checking that site for updates to the sewer progress and for notification that the manual is complete.

 Sewer Committee Report 
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Our annual clean up day was held, as 
always,  on the first Saturday in May. Registration of 
over 72 volunteers included Scout Pack 83, other 
scout troops and  lots of residents. This effort 
removed two dump trucks full of debris from along 
the town highways. 

Thanks to all who helped make this another 
successful event. 

BH-BL Professional Association- BLIA Town Cleanup

Town of Ballston Dock Chapter 54 Ordinance  Highlights

Anyone wanting to build a dock, modify or replace a dock should consult this law prior to construction to see if they need a building 

permit.  Contact the Town Of Ballston Building Department for more information.

1. Only single tiered docks

2. Max size of a dock is 350 sq ft.

3. Dock has side set backs of 15 feet from adjacent property.

4. Docks can extend only 35 feet from the shoreline into the water

5. If the foot of the dock is in a wetland it needs a DEC permit.

6. If a mooring ball is used it cannot be more than 25 feet from the shoreline. Only 1 mooring ball per waterfront lot.

7. Swim float platforms must be smaller than 100 sq ft. They must be placed with a 30 ft side setback. They need a building 

permit. 

8. No marinas. No boat rentals. Boats using a dock must be registered to the property owner. 

9. Boathouses need a building permit. 

10. Dock construction materials are specified in the ordinance. 

BLIA 4TH OF JULY BOAT PARADE 

        A GO 3 PM SATURDAY, JULY 4 – 3PM

The ever popular BLIA 4th of July Boat Parade is 

ON!!! Decorate your boat. Put on some music and join 

the line up for a 3pm “Float Off” from the southern end 

of the lake. The parade route travels slowly – no wake - 

to the Outlet Road Peter Herman Fishing Pier and back. 

All welcome!

BLIA Annual Picnic- August 3rd at 6:00 PM

As of press time, the annual BLIA Picnic, held 

at the Lakeside Farms Pavillion, is scheduled to occur 

on Tuesday, August 4th at 6:00 pm. The large open 

space will allow for proper social distancing.  It will 

not be a pot luck this year.  We are asking each person 

to bring their own food and beverage  and not share. 

There will be a grill available, as always. Details will be 

published on the website, Facebook page and through 

our email list. Please mark your calendar and invite 

your neighbors.
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Ballston Lake Water Quality Committee report 5/15/2021             Dave Pierce

Lake level monitoring.
 Lowest level was on Sept 28, 
Highest level was on Dec 27 
change of 18 inches during the 
year. 

CSLAP Lake Water Testing 6 dates at 2 sites.
Clarity 2.25 meters           30 year average 2.00 meters did go over 3 meters at times

pH (acidity) 8.01               30 year average 7.7

phosphorous 23.66 ug/L  30 year average 31 ug/L

chlorophyll a     7.42         30 year average 18.90  low number means less algae

Algae levels were mostly green varieties NOT blue green 
toxic varieties. Microcystin levels were at .3 or less which is lower than 
the EPA low risk drinking criteria of .5.  No significant Harmful Algae 
Blooms were reported last summer. If you detect a suspected bloom 
please contact me, David Pierce at 518-399-6308 and I will take a water 
sample to be tested.
 Remember that any suspected bloom may contain toxic algae 
and toxins. If it is green do not use the lake at that location. Pets and 
small children are especially sensitive to toxins. Rinse off after using 
the lake. Jet skiing and water skiing in green algae colored water 
creates aerosols that can be inhaled and cause respiratory issues. See 
photo of what a HAB looks like.
If you go to the BLIA website, you can see lots of color photos of the 
various types of algae blooms to watch out for.  

https://ballstonlake.org

DEC Grant: BLIA worked with the Towns of Clifton Park and Ballston to secure a DEC Grant of $26,000 to 
complete lake water studies that would lead to the development of a Lake Management Plan for Ballston 
Lake. Upstate Freshwater Institute from Syracuse was hired to complete these tasks. To date UFI has 
visited Ballston Lake 3 time to collect data and water samples. Their final report will be presented by the 
end of 2021.

Outlet Project: BLIA has been talking to Saratoga Plan about a project to improve the flow in Ballston Creek in the outlet 

area between Outlet Rd. and Eastline Rd. The project would eliminate the need for beaver dam removal and beaver 

trapping  thus saving BLIA time, effort, and funds that we have expended in the past for this problem area. A culvert placed 

under a beaver dam would allow water flow to continue and the beavers seem to ignore the culvert if it is set up correctly. 

BLIA is working with the Town of Ballston on this project since beaver dams contribute to flooding of roads around Ballston 

Lake after a heavy rain. High lake levels also contribute to shoreline erosion and property damage. 

BLIA Volunteers In Action        David Pierce

     The BLIA water quality committee is developing a project to reduce phosphorous in stream water that enters the 
lake.  A study that BLIA did in 2012 revealed that the phosphorous levels in this stream were much higher than the 
phosphorous levels in the lake thus adding phosphorous to the lake.  We feel that removing some of the phosphorous 
from this input source should reduce the amount of phosphorous in the lake water. Less phosphorous results in less 
algae growth, and a clearer, healthier lake. 
     This project will use an activated charcoal filtering system to remove the phosphorous. This technique has resulted 
in a 20% to 50%  reduction of the (in stream) phosphorous where used in other studies. If the results of this project are 
favorable, BLIA will consider expanding its use to other streams in the watershed. 
     This project would not be possible without your BLIA membership contribution. Thank You
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Membership Update
Thank you to all 2021 members!!  A drawing was held for $100 gift certificates donated by some of our business 

members to those who sent in their membership dues. The drawing was held  at the April board meeting.  Winners were:
Steve DiPalma  - Carneys Tavern
Lynn & Doug Lapham -  Mohawk Valley Marine
Paul & Janet Troidle  - Andersen Boats
Jennifer Kristel  - Hydes RV & Boats

In this newsletter, we have included a list of those who have renewed their 2021 membership.  Don’t see 
your name on the list?  Please renew  now. The easiest way is to get the application at the web site: 
http://ballstonlake.org/membership/  You can print out the application or fill it out on line. Online payment is 
using Paypal.  You can also send your renewal to BLIA, Box 1015, Ballston Lake, NY 12019.  Thank you for your 
continued support.

Bob Wilson, Membership Chair
Rbrtwilson6@gmail.com
518-461-3252

Please also support our awesome local Business Sponsors!!
You can see their business information at:  http://ballstonlake.org/corporate-sponsors/

Tina VanDerwerker
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Ballston Lake Improvement Association Members as of 5/20/2021

Thanks for your support!  If you notice an error in this list,please contact 
Bob Wilson, Membership, mail to:rbrtwilson6@gmail.com  
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Greg & Nancy Adams
Curt & Patty Alheim
Teresa & Bill Bashant
Ryan & Cheryl Belber
Karen Belden
Victor Benson
Suzanne Bishop
J Booth
Jim & Dori
Dave & Lily Bower
Rev. John J  Bradley
Ellen Brown
Robert & Alyssa Bufe
John & Beth Cerrone
Phil & Eve Chieco
Dick Clark
Kelly & Brian Cooper
Susan E. Daly
Wes & Joanne DeVoe
Rich & Kathy DiCaprio
Steve DiPalma
Al & Peg Doty
David & Susan Duglin
Robert & Pam Duncan
Susan & Larry Dupont
Greg & Michaela Durrant
Bill Engel
Les & Grace Farrow
Michael & Michele Fernandez
Kevin & Nancy Finn
The Frame Family
Jack & Mitzie France
Dale & Carol Gerbing
Martin Haig
Drew & Crys Hamelink
Lawrence & Nancy Hausheer
Peter & Susan Herman
The Hill Family
Jim & Linda Hopkins
Robert & Kathy Kelly
Debra Kaelin & Jeff Kirby
Bradley & Marianne Krupa
Mary Kuykendall
The LaBarrs
Lynne McCarthy Lapham
Ron & Kathy Lind
Susan DeSimone & David Little

Brenda Mabie
Devon, Sheila, Tonie & Kiran Manz
Donald Marshall
James & Patricia Maynard
The McMahons
Munkres Family
Don & Janice Nicoll
Jim O'Connell
Garry Olsen
Michael & Susan Palma
Jeffrey & Denise Pearce
David & Ann Pierce
Joe & Janet Reedy
Ted & Laurel Retajczyk
Margie Rosenkranz & Ed Guider
Arthur Ross
Matt & Theresa Rousseau
Alice & Dave Rubin
George Ruth
James Werner & Judith Salfi
Nancy Sangster
Mike Schaninger
Mark & Anne Seymour
Gary & Lorraine Sharpe
Steve Sikorski
Paul & Diane Simpson
Semko Family
The Smith's
Jim & Fay Smith
Timothy & Laurie Snell
Tim & Laura Sorrentino
William Stewart
Joe & Kate Stuhlman/Carney
Paul & Janet Troidle
Joe & Laura VanDerwerker
Bill & Susan VanSlyck
Jim Vitalo
Peter Voss
Dave & Susan Walsh
Jan & Marge Warner
Gini & Rey Whetten
Nathalie Whitton
Bob & Deb Wilson
Bob Wilson
Rick Zalucki
17 Anonymous Members



BLIA and Social Media

Did you know Ballston Lake Improvement Association is on Facebook? We 
are also on Instagram and twitter and our website is new and improved. 
Follow us @ballstonlakeassoc to stay up to date about events and news 
about the lake!

https://www.instagram.com/ballstonlakeimprovementassoc/

https://ballstonlake.org

SAVE THE DATE!      HERE ARE SOME “DON’T MISS” EVENTS 
FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

Did you know that members are always invited as guests at BLIA Board Meetings!

● June 15th, 7:00 pm.  Annual Meeting Zoom
● June 4th of July Boat Parade – Saturday, July 4th, 2021
● BLIA Annual Picnic – Tentative, Tuesday, August 3rd, 2021. Lakeside Pavillion
● Light Up the Lake – Sunday, September 5,  2021

https://www.instagram.com/ballstonlakeimprovementassoc/?fbclid=IwAR0611nPjvi340wiy5asqLOqgQklPXSXebp6NNdJlmvrC5OWmRwlj-R5g8s
https://ballston

