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Think Summer!

Dear Ballston Lake Resident. 
We hope you take a few moments to read through this issue of the Lake News. This 

newsletter references web sites and links that provide lots of additional information regarding 
lake issues. We encourage you to go to the BLIA website, www.ballstonlake.org. There you will find 
information including links to the town sewer page, membership applications, past newsletters, 
current news and photos. The graphs and photos are clearer if you look at the color, online version 
of the newsletter.  Please take special note of the membership page.

Dock Bubblers- We have included a web site that provides lots of information 
regarding bubblers for dock protection.  We urge all persons using the ice in the winter to 
be cautious when approaching areas near bubblers. We also encourage lake owners that 
install bubblers to try to keep the area of open water as close to their dock as possible 
and to post very visible warning signs. http://lakeice.squarespace.com/dock-bubblers/

http://www.ballstonlake.org


 
 
  

February 2022

Dear BLIA Members,

We thought Covid 19, and the pandemic were beaten by the vaccines. Now, numbers are down but??  who knows for sure? Our 
lives have changed. A return to normalcy is not yet close. BLIA maintained a continuum during Covid in 2021 mostly with 
Zoom meetings. In 2022 we hope to meet face to face. All board meetings are being moved to the first Wednesday of the month 
at 7 PM at Finnigan’s on the Lake. We will follow current Covid protocols. As members, you are cordially invited to board 
meetings.

The BLIA Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday 6/15/21 via ZOOM with fewer attendees but we:  

● Elected Officers and Directors 
● Approved the Annual Financial report and Budget 
● Continued our commitment to CSLAP sampling of the Lake waters

The Ballston Lake Sewer Project is well under way. Construction is proceeding on schedule and under budget. All main trunk 
lines will be completed by Fall of 2022 and it is anticipated connection to homes can then commence. Restorations are 
underway in many areas. A sewer use Connection Manual for residents has been completed. Scroll down on the TOB sewer 
website http://www.ballstonlake.org/sewer-connection-manual to locate the manual.

A Major Project to control the lake level is underway. The feasibility study focused on the project is completed. Cost for this 
project is being split between BLIA and the Town of Ballston.  You will find more details in Dr. David Pierce’s Lake Management 
Report published later in this Newsletter.                 

BLIA is fortunate to have outstanding board members volunteering hours of professional level leadership. Their time and 
talent focus on lake management, watershed issues, water safety, environmental issues, social media, newsletters, 
membership, budgeting, communications, and more. There is a continuing need for member support to keep Ballston Lake the 
wonderful recreational and scenic resource we all enjoy. 

I personally thank you for your membership support, encourage you to get involved, join the BLIA board, attend our meetings, 
and access our website www.ballstonlake.org. As always, we welcome your ideas and suggestions.   

 
Sincerely, 
Wes DeVoe, 
President, BLIA (518) 225-1148

President’s Message

Thank You Pete!

BLIA has been involved in CSLAP ( Citizens Statewide Lake 
Assessment Program) for over 30 years. From June through September, 
water samples are collected every two weeks. Samples are submitted to the 
Upstate Freshwater Institute in Syracuse for analysis. This data allows 
changes in water  quality and trends to be observed. This important data is 
used by NYSDEC to assess the current state of lakes in New York State.

For over 30 years, Pete Herman has conducted this sampling with 
the help of many others. This past September, Pete completed his last 
official CSLAP water test.  He is turning the process over to Larry Hausheer 
and Bob Wilson. 

Thank you Pete for being such a dedicated steward of Ballston Lake
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Sewer Update January 2022

Most of the construction work has halted for the winter.  Following is a brief summary of each of the 
contractors.

● Contract #1 –  Buell Heights and Pump Station. Completed the underground work at the pump station.  
They have contracted with a subcontractor who specializes in doing jack and bore to do the drilling 
under the railroad.   Some additional paperwork has been requested and we expect that work to begin 
when it has been completed.    We anticipate they will take most of this year to complete their section 
per the contract terms.

● Contract #2 – West Side has demobilized for the winter.  They have about 1,000 feet to complete, which 
should take about a month, to complete in the Spring to make the connection to the County trunk line 
near Shenentaha Park.  

● Contract #3 – Lake Road and Lanes is nearly complete.  They are currently testing  the manholes.  
● Contract #4 –  East Side Drive. There are 19 crossroad services and two 2-inch road crossings to 

complete.  They have demobilized and this work will be completed in the spring.  This work is 
estimated to be about a month of effort.  There was a disagreement with the contractor concerning the 
amount of rock on East Side Drive and his cost of performing the work.  An agreement has been reached 
and approved by the Town Board to allow an appropriate cost increase.  This increase will be funded by 
available project contingency and will have no impact on sewer charges to residents.  

● Contract #5 – This is the electrical work for the pump station.  They have completed the installation of 
the underground conduit and purchased materials. They will complete this when the above ground 
part of the pump station is erected, and the new generator is received from the manufacturer.

For Ballston residents, the town has posted the forms for Application for Deferral of Sewer Connection and 
Application for Review of Assigned EDU in the Document Center on the Town’ website. These forms are also 

available at the BLIA website:  ballstonlake.org. Review of assigned EDU forms must be submitted by March 

1, 2022. 

The Town of Ballston is still interested in the potential for providing connection funding for residents who 
qualify for Financial Hardship.  The town is waiting for the final word on how exactly these funds can be spent.

As work progresses toward completion residents are asking about timing of connection.  Because the 
contractors have by contract until September of 2022 to complete their work, the official availability date 
would be Spring of 2023.  However, service could be earlier.  The east side and west side lines are hydraulically 
independent, and service can be started at different times.  

The gravity section being done by contractor #1 is 
much deeper digging and therefore slower.  We 
expect they will take most of the allowed contract 
time to complete their part, pushing startup to Fall 
of 2022 or Spring of 2023.  We would anticipate the 
eastern line to be completed in the Spring with 
possible availability by mid-year.  When a section 
of the system becomes available the respective 
towns will notify residents by mail.    
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We have all observed that the lake level has been high this fall.  Many of us with low-lying yards 
have had water over the banks and into our yards.  The October 26 rain caused the lake to climb to 
the highest level since Hurricane Irene in 2011.  Dave Pierce, Ron Lind, and John Cerrone have been 
keeping track of the lake level on the gauge on Ron’s dock.  A member’s online rain gauge provides 
rainfall information. 

The graph 
compares the lake 
level from 2021 
(orange) with 2020 
(blue).  The mean 
level for 2021 is 
almost 5 inches 
higher than 2020, 
and averages an 
inch below “flood 
level.”  On the 
bottom of the chart 
is a bar graph of 
the rainfall for 
2021.   

High Lake Levels This Fall - Bob Duncan

Based on Albany rain data, 2021 had much more rain than normal, and 2020 had less.  From January 
through June, the rainfall was normal.  But in July, Tropical Storm Elsa contributed about 5 inches 
above normal.  It raised the lake level above flood level and the high rainfall from August through 
October kept the ground saturated and the lake high.   
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https://ambientweather.net/dashboard/992b8caafa81db19e6846e471c508f83/tiles


We  looked at the data for four similar flooding rain events from this fall (A-D).  For each, the soil 
was saturated, there was no rain the previous week and the creeks were not running strong, there 
was no rain for the following week, and the lake flooded into our yards.

The chart below is a modified hydrograph.  The vertical axis is the lake level. Each of the 4 curves 
represent rain events that are centered on their maximum daily height. The horizontal axis is the 
lake level 2 days prior to the peak day and 4 days following the peak without rain.

At flooding conditions with saturated soils, 1 inch of rain raises the lake level about 4 inches with 3 
inches coming from the tributary creeks.  For these 4 events, the lake rose about 4 inches per day 
and afterwords the lake fell about 1 inch per day, requiring about a week to bring the lake level 
below “flood level.”  The unique condition this fall was that regular weekly rain events did not 
allow the lake to drop down to normal levels.  We can’t control the rain, but BLIA is investigating 
how to increase the rate at which the lake drains.
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Membership
Happy New Year!  Thank you for your membership and support in 2021. Both your monetary and volunteer time 
donations are much appreciated.  We support a vibrant lake community in many ways.

 It is 2022 and we continue to need your support to further expand our efforts, both financially and as 
volunteers. We encourage you to renew by March 17th ☘ and show your love for our lake community. As an 
incentive to renew early you will become eligible for a drawing for $100 gift certificates to either Finnigan’s on 
the Lake, Hyde’s RV and Boats, Mohawk Valley Marine, or Andersen Boats. The 4 winners will be drawn at the 
April Board meeting. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions /suggestions/ concerns regarding BLIA and its work. Thank 
you, in advance, for your commitment to our organization.

Bob Wilson, Membership Chair Rbrtwilson6@gmail.com 518-461-3252  

The easiest way to renew is to go to the BLIA website:   www.BallstonLake.org/membership

You can also  renew by mail, sending your membership check to:
Ballston Lake Improvement Association PO Box 1015 Ballston Lake, NY 12019.  Please include your 
Name, Mailing Address, Property Address, Phone and email. Let us know your preferred contact method: Email Direct Mail 
or direct mail. Please list the name(s) Preferred for Newsletter membership recognition (or Anonymous). Join as: Friend 
($40) Partner ($75) Steward ($100) Trustee (+$100) Join as a business sponsor ($100) and we will add your business info 
and logo to the website and future communication. Make check payable to Ballston Lake Improvement Association.  Thank 
you!!

Please also support our Business Sponsors!!
www.ballstonlake.org/corporate-sponsors
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Are You Not Receiving Constant Contact Email from BLIA? … Bob Duncan

BLIA uses a service called Constant Contact to send out a blast of emails to members and interested 
non-members.  This allows us to quickly and inexpensively contact you about lake events and other concerns.  
The email is from ballstonlakeassoc@gmail.com . We recently sent out emails for BLIA’s membership 
campaign.

● Jan 17 at 3:16 PM – Membership Email
● Jan 27 at 8:01 AM – Resent Membership Email, if earlier email not opened.

If you have not received these emails there are two possible reasons: 

1. In the past you have clicked on Unsubscribe; (0 active members have unsubscribed).
2. Your email provider thinks the email is junk or spam and has sent it to your Junk email folder.  Look into 

your Junk Email for Jan 27.  Our email is labeled 2022 Membership Drive.  If the email is there, you can 
try to drag it into your Inbox email folder or right click and select : Not Junk. You many add our address 
to your contact list.

3. An alternative is to put ballstonlakeassoc@gmail.com on a white list.   A white list is the opposite of a 
black list.  It tells your email provider that you want an address not to be filtered into Junk or Spam, but 
rather to be sent to your Inbox.  Each email provider has their own process to put an address onto a 
white list.  Here is an excellent article that describes how to white list for both computer and mobile 
aps: Gmail, Outlook, Yahoo, AOL, Zoho, and ProtonMail.                  
https://clean.email/how-to-whitelist-an-email

Ice Safety-Winter is winding down and now is a time 

to be more vigilant regarding winter safety on the lake. 

Thanks to the web site adirondack.net and publication 

Your Hometowne, important safety issues regarding ice 

safety can be found below.

Educate Yourself on Important Ice Safety Tips

Once ice on Adirondack ponds and lakes is thick enough 
you can do everything from ice skating to ice fishing. But 
how do you know when the ice is thick enough? That's one 
of the most common questions every winter, because ice 
is extremely dangerous if it's too thin or weak. We've laid 
out how to test ice thickness and additional safety tips 
below. https://www.adirondack.net/winter/ice-safety/

Safety Equipment- If you have walked, skiied or 
snowmobiled through the lake narrows this winter , you 
might have noticed the life ring and rope that Mike & 
Theresa Dell’Anno have placed by the lake. Our thanks go 
out to them for being proactive in trying to prevent a 
tragedy. We encourage other lake residents to place safety 
equipment at the waterfront.
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      The statements in this article are those made by Upstate Freshwater Institute in the Ballston Lake 
Management Plan report they are preparing for the Towns of Ballston and Clifton Park. 

1. Ballston Lake is on the NYS list of impaired water bodies due to excessive phosphorous levels  in the 
water. 

2. Sources of phosphorous are extensive wetlands, farmlands (both pastures and animals), increasing 
urban development ( loss of forested areas), stormwater erosion, decomposition of aquatic plants, and 
faulty septic systems.

3. Lake residents should remove leaf and organic debris from shoreline to reduce the level of 
phosphorous from decomposition.

4. When aquatic plants die in the fall-winter they decompose and give off phosphorous. Result, a possible 
late season algae bloom.

5. Zebra mussels filter water, remove algae and other micro organisms and expel phosphorous as a 
metabolic end product.This results in clearer water with higher phosphorous concentrations available 
to increase algae and aquatic plant growth.  

6. As the lake water becomes clearer and phosphorous levels increase, aquatic plants become thicker and 
grow beyond depths of 10 ft. Also there is a higher potential for algae blooms.  

7. Ballston Lake has over 22 species of aquatic plants of which 3 are invasive. Water chestnut is being 
controlled by a program of annual pulling by BLIA volunteers. Curly leafed pondweed and Eurasian 
milfoil are present in water depths 10 feet and less and is a  major shoreline problem in the north half 
of the lake. 

8. Invasive aquatic plant removal without decreasing phosphorous results in a higher algae bloom 
potential. Removing invasive plants results in an increase of natural aquatic plants. 

9. Phosphorous, ammonia, and other chemicals in the deep (70-110 ft) section at the south end of the 
lake are stable and do not enter the water column. 

10. The Ballston Lake ecosystem is complex and the relationship of algae to aquatic plants is subject to 
nutrients available and climatic events such as rain, lake level, temperature and wind. UFI states    
“Lake wide plant management may not be necessary nor is it advisable due to weeds critical to the 
natural chemical processes within the lake.” Plants give off oxygen which suppresses phosphorous 
release from the bottom sediment. 

    BLIA, Lake Management efforts continue to center on phosphorous reduction to decrease the potential for 
harmful algae blooms. In the summer of 2021 there was some algae growth but not to the level where toxicity 
was an issue or where an alert was necessary. 

The Ballston Lake Ecosystem  by   David Pierce     

Free Fishing Days

During Free Fishing Days/Weekends, anyone can fish the 
fresh waters of New York State and no fishing license is 
required! All other freshwater fishing regulations still apply.

● February 19-20, 2022 (See our Learn to Ice Fish 
web page for great tips and Ice Fishing web page 
for places to go)

● June 25-26, 2022
● September 24, 2022
● November 11, 2022   
● Find more information at: 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/89821.html
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From the Town Of Ballston Facebook Page:

A special thanks to our Highway/Water Department 
guys and Joe Whalen our Highway Superintendent. We 
saved between 10 & 20 thousand having our skilled 
team members fill the hole and demolish the 
structure! Thanks to all our Town Board members for 
supporting making this site safe. Thanks to Bill Keniry 
and our Town Attorney Debra Kaelin for putting 
together a long, but ironclad strategy that protected 
the Town’s position. MJ Engineering and Jeff Stickles, 
our Building Inspector, also played critical roles. We 
still don’t own the property, but are working with the 
County to force a foreclosure.

Beaver Deciever

In Bob Duncan’s newsletter article regarding high lake levels, he concludes that BLIA is investigating 
ways to improve how Ballston Lake Drains. Sedimentation and plant growth in the outlet, in addition to  
beaver dams contribute to high lake levels. BLIA’s Lake Management Committee, in cooperation with the 
Town of Ballston, has  been investigating using a system called a beaver deceiver. This is a device that puts a 
breach in a beaver dam  but the beaver does not block the breach. A feasibility study was funded by BLIA 
and the town to see if this device might help. The study concluded that the device would have a positive 
effect on the lake drainage. 

The Town of Ballston and BLIA agreed to go ahead of the project and will share the $5000 cost. The 
major beaver dam in the outlet, close to East Line Road,  will be the site of the device. Lake levels will be 
monitored so that the effectiveness of this device can be assessed. We thank the town for its cooperation in 
this project.

Goodbye Magnum Gas Station

9



Ballston Lake Improvement Association
Dates To Remember

Check out our facebook page and website for updates

● March  17th-Deadline for Membership Drive 
Incentives

● April 29-30 - NYSFOLA ANNUAL MEETING, 
● May 7- CLEAN-UP DAY, Saturday,  8am – 12 noon 
● June 15, 7:PM- ANNUAL MEETING Venue TBD
● June 9- BH-BL BPA FLAG DAY PARADE 
● Monthly board meetings, Dates on Facebook 




