Fall 2022 Newsletter
Dear Ballston Lake Resident.
We hope you take a few moments to read through this issue of the Lake News. This newsletter
references web sites and links that provide lots of additional information regarding lake issues.
Have you visited Ballston Lake Improvement Association at ballstonlake.org lately? It’s full of great
information. That’s where you will find when the date, place & time of the next BLIA Board meeting,
color copy of this newsletter and other membership information.

The Town of Ballston Fishing Pier on Outlet Road has been closed indefinitely due to safety concerns
from a breach in the walkway rendering the area dangerous. As reported by WTEN-TV, Ballston Town
Supervisor Eric Connolly declared it a public safety concern after the pier was vandalized and people were still
seen using it. “We had some vandals disconnect the fishing platform by pulling out the ramp connector pins.
They also dumped the ramp into the lake. We recovered the ramp and had the dock company come by to secure
the platform in a more permanent fashion,” said Connolly. Due to the pier being declared a public safety
concern, the town was able to speed up the replacement process. Connolly said the goal is to have the new pier
up before summer 2023.The new pier will include an improved kayak/canoe launch and the new pier’s floating
system will prevent future ice damage, said the town. The estimated cost of this project is about $250,000. The
town said there are enough funds in the Parkland Deposits Fund to cover the cost. Look for updates at the town
website. https://www.townofballstonny.org

Enjoy a beautiful fall on Ballston Lake!

Sewer Update
●
●

●

●

The sewer line for the east side of the lake was completed in July and ready for homeowner connections on
7/27. There have been a significant number of residences that have hooked up.
The line on the west side of the lake is nearing completion. There were easement issues with National Grid
that are being worked out and that will allow the final section from the bottom of Lake Hill to the pump
station ( across from Carney’s) to be completed. Once that last section is completed, testing can begin, The
green light for hooking up is expected in early spring.
Grinder pumps are necessary for the east side and west side beginning at Carneys and heading north. The
supplier for the E-1 pumps is Siewert Equipment. There is currently a 30% discount on these pumps if they
are ordered within the first year of hookup eligibility. For the east side, the pumps must be order before
7/27/2023 to qualify for the discount. The date for west side has not been set because it is not ready for
hookups. The current list price of the pump $7206 for a net price of $5375.
Make sure to get multiple estimates from companies doing the sewer hook ups. There is a list of potential
contractors in the Sewer Connection Manual , described below. Prices seem to vary widely.
Sewer Connection ManualAs the sewer project nears
completion, many residents
continue to have questions. One
good source of information is the
SEWER CONNECTION MANUAL that
has been made available by the
Town Of Ballston Sewer
Committee. The complete manual
can be found using the following
link.
https://ballstonlake.org/sewer-co
nnection-manual/

Beaver Deceiver in Ballston Creek
This summer BLIA and the Town of Ballston cooperated in a joint project to install a “Beaver Deceiver”
through one of the four large beaver dams in Ballston Creek, north of Outlet Road. These dams hold back water
and cause an elevated lake level, particularly during rainy periods.
The purpose of the Beaver Deceiver is to make a “hole” in the dam that allows water to flow through it. It is a
large pipe going through a beaver dam with the entrance and exit under water. Both ends are “fenced in” so the
beavers are kept out and will not plug them. Go to ballstonlake.org , June 2022 Newsletter to see photo.
The dam that was chosen for the experiment is the furthest downstream and is located near Curtis Industrial
Park, right before exiting under East Line Road. The goal is not to lower the level when the lake is low. Instead, it
is to improve the draining when the lake level is elevated. This summer the lake levels have been low due to lack of
rain. When we get more rain and the lake starts to flood, we will try to evaluate the impact of the device.
Whenever the water level in the lake is high, wave action destroys shorelines and sedimentation is also
increased which results in higher phosphorous levels. In addition, personal property can be damaged and roads
become flooded. For these reasons the Town of Ballston and BLIA jointly funded this project. You can read more
about the professionally installed devices at www.beaverdceivers.com.
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“Architecture, Art, & Artifacts Ballston Lake Spring 2023 Tour”
Historic Ballston Lake is home to a wide variety of architectural styles. Some of which have stories of
bygone days like The Castle on Eastside Drive, a few precious vintage camps, and, of course historic
vestiges of our own TWO amusement parks ”The White Beach” and “Forest Park”. Everyone who cruises
or paddles along the lake takes in views of an iconic collection of ultra-modern and mid-century
dwellings as well as homes with unique features and fascinating stories like a light house, a turret,
mansard roofs, an original stonework gazebo, and Asian influences. Gini Whetten, who with her husband
Rey own The Castle, concocted the idea of focusing on Architecture for our next “Historic Tour” of
Ballston Lake. Thoughts of including Art and the work of local artisans and artists ( to possibly include
Bonsai, photography, fine arts, handicrafts, post card collections, gardening, quilting, and more) cropped
up! And, to top it off Artifacts came to mind. We have a resident archaeologist – actually an “aqua
archeologist” who is willing to show off his amazing wet and dry relics. And so, a spring 2023
“Architecture, Art, & Artifacts Tour” was conceptualized. A small committee, to include the Historians of
both the Towns of Clifton Park and Ballston, has formed, and BLIA members – YOU- are welcome to
present ideas, nominate your own unique properties, and / or join in with the committee on the
planning. What an interesting way to pass the winter months! Interested, contact Joanne DeVoe (518)
573-0773 devoepr@nycap.rr.com to be invited to the first official meeting. In consideration of privacy
and security concerns, it is possible to do the tour with going inside a home optional by having a docent
meeting the tour group outside to talk about their unique property. The last time we did a historic tour
we hired a bus. A Regatta Tour on volunteered boats had to be substituted for a power point tour due to
weather issues. The format for this tour will be among the issues to be determined.

A photo of the finds above and
below the water at Forest Park, a
former amusement park located at
the southern tip of Ballston Lake.
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Membership
Membership Update
Thank you to all new members who have joined for the first time and previous members who have renewed in 2022. We
currently have a total of 141 residential members and 17 business memberships. This is a 14% increase in membership
from last year. It is great to see so many people supporting this organization….Thank You!!
All of the info is at this link:

https://ballstonlake.org/membership/

Please also support our Business Sponsors!!
www.ballstonlake.org/corporate-sponsors
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Membership list for 2022. Thank you for supporting your Lake Association.
Greg & Nancy Adams
Brett & Erica Adams
Kate Adams
Curt & Patty Alheim
Teresa & Bill Bashant
Karen Belden
In memory of BHBL Classmates
Vic & Laurie Benson
Suzanne Bishop
Dave & Lily Bower
John J Bradley
Robert Bufe
Maria Caprara
Phil & Eve Chieco
Jason & Erica Choi
Dick Clark
Tom & Susan Collins
Ruth Dale
Susan E. Daly
Dave Delehanty
Jason & Natasha Derby
Wes & Joanne DeVoe
Steve Di Palma
Kathy DiCaprio
Al & Peg Doty
David & Susan Duglin
Bob & Pam Duncan
Susan & Larry Dupont
Bill Engel
Les & Grace Farrow
Michael & Michele Fernandez
Kevin & Nancy Finn
Margaret & Darrell Foster
Jack & Mitzie France
John Fridholm
Erin & Peter
Dale & Carol Gerbing

Michael & Wendy Gifford
Michael & Marisa Goddard
Andrew & Renee Goodemote
Jeff Grant
Janet Green
Martin Haig
Patricia & Mark Hallenbeck
Drew & Crys Hamelink
Larry & Nancy Hausheer
Peter & Susan Herman
The Hill Family
Jim & Linda Hopkins
Tim & Louise Ketcham
Jeff Kirby
Brandon & Carol Kristel
Bradley & Marianne Krupa
Brett & Belinda Kucharski
Chris Kurkjian
Mary Kuykendall
Pegge & Dave LaBarr
Lynn & Douglas Lapham
Geoff & Chris Leggieri
John Lentini
Stephen & Erica LeVan
Brent Lucas
Brenda Mabie
Devon, Sheila, Tonie & Kiran Manz
Donald Marshall
James & Patricia Maynard
David McDonald
John McGann
Dave & Nicole Milavec
K Moran
Munkres Family
William Neubeck
Don & Janice Nicoll
Jim O'Connell

Garry Olsen
Mike & Susan Palma
Jeffrey & Denise Pearce
David & Ann Pierce
Michael Rach
Joe & Janet Reedy
Art Ross
Matt & Theresa Rousseau
David Rubin
George Ruth
James Werner & Judith Salfi
Kermit Salfi
Nancy Sangster
John & Kimberly Schaffer
Mike Schaninger
Mark & Anne Seymour
Gary & Lorraine Sharpe
Steve Sikorski
Paul & Diane Simpson
Simpson's
Jim & Fay Smith
The Smith's
Timothy & Laurie Snell
Tim & Laura Sorrentino
Greg & Denise Stasik
William Stewart
Joe & Laura VanDerwerker
Peter Voss
Dave & Susan Walsh
Joe & Julie West
Gini & Rey Whetten
Patrick Whitton
Bob & Deb Wilson
Bob Wilson
Rick Zalucki
Anthony Zangrilli
+ 35 Anonymous Members

Winter is coming soon, please be safe on the lake!
As we approach the winter season please be aware, and let others know,
where there are docks that have “bubblers” around them. The ice can go
from being thick and safe to being extremely thin and dangerous in a very
short distance. With recent warmer winters and changing ice conditions it
has become even more important to have a line or throw rope at your
ready. Skate, walk or ski with ice picks. , or even better, available on your
dock.

Ice picks
available
from many
sources.
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New Electronic Gauge Measures Ballston Lake’s Height and Rainfall
Bob Duncan September 16, 2022
BLIA recently purchased and installed an automatic solar-powered electronic gauge.
It measures Ballston Lake’s elevation, temperature, and the rainfall. The results are
graphically displayed on the BLIA web site.
The equipment is attached to a PVC pipe (B) and is fastened to a fixed dock (A) that is
bubbled in the winter. The level sensor (C) is a barometer and measures the water
pressure plus the atmospheric pressure and the temperature of the water. The rain is
measured in a tip bucket gauge (D). The micro station (E) measures the atmospheric
pressure.
The solar powered micro station calculates the lake level based on the water pressure
and the temperature-adjusted water density.
Every hour the micro station calls the server and reports the last 6 10-minute
readings. The results are posted on the BLIA website at www.ballstonlake.org under
the Lake Info tab or directly at the site: www.ballstonlake.org/lake-level-readings/
BLIA hired a surveyor to mark the elevation of Outlet Bridge. Now we are able to express the lake elevation in feet
above sea level. This graph from the web site shows the lake level elevation for the last month. You can see the level
slowly dropping and then quickly climbing, due to rain events. One month ago, the soil was dry and the lake level
was quite low at 250 feet. Currently, 16 September, the level is 250.454 feet, or 5.5 inches higher than at the start of
the month [(250.454 – 250.00) x 12 inches/ft.]. We expect the “Flood Level” (where the lake starts going into many
residents’ yards) is 250.84 feet. This is about 4.6 inches above the September 16 level. The light green background
turns white above the flood level.

By changing the time option from Past Month to Past Week, and by looking at the combination Rainfall and Lake
Height graph, on the next page, we can zoom in on a particular rain event. On September 13, we had a downpour
with 1.37 inches of rain in less than an hour.
The axis on the left is lake height and is expressed in feet above sea level. The level graph is green. The axis on the
right is rainfall in inches. Hourly rainfall is in red and daily accumulated rain is in blue. Keep in mind that the
scales are different which makes it difficult to compare level against rainfall. In the example below, the grid on the
left axis is .02 feet which is about one quarter inch. Most of the summer, the lake dropped about an 1/8 of an inch
a day (A). On September 13, there was 1.37 inches of rain in less than 24 hours (B). After the rain stopped, the lake
continued to rise for about 24 hours. The creeks contributed 1.75 inches to the 3.12-inch rise(C). Since the peak,
the level has been dropping 1/4 inch a day (D). [As of 9/25, the level is 1.4 inches higher and is dropping at 1/3 of
an inch a day.]

6

Other charts on the dashboard show changing water temperatures and barometric pressure.

The Micro Station can send out warning emails if the levels exceed a set value. For example, lake association members
can get an email warning when the lake starts to flood. The town road department can be notified when the lake is
close to flooding Outlet Road. If you want to notified about flood level, send us an email at
BallstonLakeAssoc@gmail.com. Lots of data can be downloaded to an Excel spreadsheet. If you want to study the rain
and lake levels using Excel and wish to make your own observations, let us know, and we will send you the data.
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Ballston Lake Improvement Association
Events and Dates To Remember
Check out our facebook page and website for updates
Tuesday, November 1, BLIA Board Meeting, 7 PM Location on
website as above
·

·

Saturday, May 6, Annual Clean Up Day, Meet at Firehouse

·

May, Date TBA, NEW North End Lakeshore Clean Up Day

·

June , Date TBA, BPA Community Flag Day Parade

·

June, Date TBA, BLIA Annual Meeting & Election of Officers

·

Spring, Date TBA, NEW Architecture, Art, & Artifacts Tour

·

Tuesday, July 4, Annual 4th of July Boat Parade

·

Tuesday, August 1, Annual Picnic

